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It will seem a bit odd this year to go through all of the Lenten season, Holy Week and
Eastgr and still have one more week in March. This crush of time and the on-going
rebuilding of the congregation at my home church of United Reformed Church in Somerville,
have caused the traditional "Lenten Luncheon, Concert and Wednesday Worship" services

to be postponed to next year. 1 enjoyed helping out there for a number of years.

Rev. Paul Walther, who is known to a number of us, is doing an excellent job there, and
we already are looking to see this fine community activity return next year.

Trinity Church will be alive and well also. By February we should have a good idea of
our future ministry plans and how we surely will carry on the work here. Please do
remember the vital work of FISH and their varied programs. They no longer have the use
of Fatima House as it has been or wiol soon be demotished. Talking with Susan Baybutt,
whom we all know, I found out that they have temporary help from Rose of Sharon Church
in Plainfield. Of course, they are looking for a permanent facility for their day-time
nééds. Please hold this vital ministry in your prayers.

Are we all satisfied that different seasons of the Church Calendar bring in different
worship styles? We do the Advent Wreath during the Advent season. During Lent and to
honor an old tradition, I change the Prayer of Confession to a time of silent reflection
and confession. In this way we can focus on the Lord and his slow progress to Jerusalem,
leading to Calvary, and at the same time see ourselves in that light. Other disciplines
over the years have emphasized personal denial - individual sacrifice - personal depriva-
tion in some cases. Quite rigorously pursuing a regimen of self-denial in order to
acquire a more intense spiritual experience. There is something to this. From the Book
of Romans we know there is a tension between the "flésh" and the spirit. Jesus warned
his disciples that indeed "the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak". (Matt.26:41)

How many of us have experienced this conflict? The conflict will take center stage often
enough in spiritual matters - church matters many times. I make a distinction here
between church and spirit. You may feel this tension when you are not engrossed in
church matters, or far away from Sunday and 401 Greenbrook Road. What guides us at

these times is a basic knowledge of Scripture and prayer. Another tried and true "step
of faith" works like this: If I know what I should be doing, yet find lame reasons to
hold off or not proceed, that is the immediate time to go do what 1 should be doing!!
That is how I found the wonderful ministry of the AtTantic City Rescue Mission. We had
planned to go to service at a local church at 7:00 p.m. and it was a gorgeous July

Sunday morning on the beach at Ocean City. On the balmy seashore and warm glow of the
sun, [ remembered this old principle. Ivran back and threw on a pair of slacks and shirt
and went to church. There I was transfixed as I listened to the men explain how they
help the addicted, broken, impoverished, and destitute. How simple faith in the life-







