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Dear Colleagues in Ministry:

The RCA General Synod this past June took a historic step! With a 72 percent majority, the synod voted ta
adopt the Belhar Confession as a fourth standard of unity to stand alongside our historic sixteenth-century
confessions: the Heidelberg and Belgic Confessions.and the Canons of the Synod of Dart,

A twentieth century confession, the Belhar hails from the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa.
The RCA is the first church in North America to take such a historic step of adoption. Our sister
denomination, the Christian Reformed Church in North America, also took action on the Belhar at its
General Synod. It voted to consider the confession for possible adoption in 2012.

The RCA action requires a change in the preamble to the Book of Church Order. (It adds the words “and
the Belhar Confession” after the listing of the three historic confessions.) As with all changes to the BCO,
this change is being sent to classes to classes for ratification prior to the next General Synad.

A Belhar Implementation Team has been appointed by the General Synad Council to be available to
classes and assist in providing resources to them for study prior to voting. To access some of these
resources, visit www.rca.org/belhar, Additional resources are in development and will be available for use
by classes this fall. In addition, Unity, Reconciliation, and Justice: A Study Guide for the Belhar
Confession, published by Reformed Church Press in 2006, is available from the RCA’s distributor, Faith
Alive Christian Resources (www FaithAliveRessources.org).

Enclosed is a copy of the Belhar Confession for your congregation. It is sent with the hope that it will be
displayed for members to read and become familiar with the confession and its major themes of unity,
reconciliation, and justice.

We ask for your prayers in the months ahead as the RCA continues its reflection on the Belhar Confession.

With all sincere prayers for the ministry that we share in such challenging times, yours in Christ,
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Douglas W. Fromm






