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In the coming months, we will be going through a great deal of work at our church. How about a
great deal of work onourselves ? It is a good time to take stock of our walk with God, and our
shared journey with each other. An ancient and foundational axiom of navigation states that you
cannot know the way to go unless you know where you are. Offshore fishing or diving over the
years has brought this truth to mind many times, although I've managed to “get 'er home” o.k. -
once through the admitted grace of God at night when fog shutus in and | had no electronic
navigation aids.

During the past weeks I've had conversations with a number of you regarding the years you
have been at Trinity, and the emotional attachments you must have to the church as it now is.
The most recent meeting with Rev. Dominick Apollo | thought was very instructive and helpful -
both for Dominick and Consistory. A number of things were discussed that gave us pause to
think. | did a very rough estimate of the ages of the 53 regular attendees at service - which
number does vary with the weather and travel plans etc.- and came up with an average age of
roughly 70.1 vyears for the congregation. | feel that is no reason whatsoever not to think there
could be any improvement or growth (in a modest way ) of our ministry. We have seen a
number of positives over the years, and we certainly plan to continue. Rev. Apollo stated that
‘Church Growth"” regimens would not be effective due to the age of most of us. That is the
approach loosely termed “The Corporate Paradigm” - anidea invogue in the late 1950's. It had
some successes, notably in suburban contexts, where “urban flight” landed. Today we see the
same process repeated but now thereis an immigrant influx to the suburban area where a
completely different cultural and ethnic makeup lives with us. Remember what Dominick has
said repeatedly about how difficult many churches find ministry today, due to this cultural shift.

| observe a difference between “church” and “ministry”. Jesus omits any mention of either
when he tells us, “For where two or three are gathered in my name ... there am | among
fthem.” [Matthew 18:20] Ministry can have nothing to do with “church”. I'm sure you've seen
as | have that there are many “ministries” that are unconcerned with facilities or structures.
There are many that use wonderful facilities and have beautiful structures, aswe have. Which
one need we be ? | say they are not mutually exclusive as we seem to think.

We simply need to be freed from structural cares to focus on ministry. Our attention is on
physical stones . .. while in actuality we are “living stones”. Simon Peter tells the church,

“you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be o holy
priesthood . .. “ [I Peter 2: 5a] Never think that all of us are not grateful for the beauty and
efforts of many over the years.

Never think either, that ministry will not continue when we look to God for supply ... for the
Holy Spirit's direction . ..and for help. How do we “look to God”? Is that some sort of spiritual
cliché or jargon?

By no means. Prayer starts the venture. No effort anywhere or at any time ever started
without it. Initially we will do the right thing - thus “be righteous”. Sewerage piping repairs are
first. Next we take stock of what exists inour resources by the year's end. Estimates already
made will seem to deplete what we now have. It could be worse - we might not have anything
available atthe moment to undertake the project. Many churches are already in that situation.
Praise God for those with foresight to fit us with what we do have rather than give up now in
fears of what we will not have. Pray believing | See you in church.
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