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A good trick question: Which came first, the Bible or the church ? Of course the
answer is obvious from history; the church did, because much of the New Testament was
written to it. We know from as far back as 151 CE that church leaders, already in office,
rejected the denial of the Hebrew Bible as irrelevant, seeing in it numerous references to
Jesus and his ministry. So the Hebrew Bible was included, along with the four Gospels as we
know them. As time progressed, the letters of Paul, along with other general missives, finally
completed the “Canon™ as we have it today. “Canon™ comes from a Greek term meaning
measure or ruler, and the term came to be used as a “list” of scriptures felt to be inspired by
God, and useful to the church for its instruction. [II Timothy 3:16] Different church bodies
include other books and works as additions, some more or less, but the basic English Bible
we use is common to all.

Another question: Which came first, the faith or the church? To recognize the dynamics of
just how things evolved, we must examine the closing chapters of each Gospel and read on
into the first chapters of the Acts of the Apostles. There we will understand how the church
formed, ajter the faith spread.

How did the faith spread? Mass advertising? Print media ? Radio or T.V.? Printed
material of any kind? None of the above. You may say it spread “elbow to elbow” -
kitchen to sidewalk - shop to market - life to life- person to person !

How did the faith come to a person, in order to go from person to person? From the
Holy Spirit of God. [John 16: 7-15] Believers in Jesus Christ receive the Spirit the moment
they receive Him by faith. We believe that that Spirit is the instigator of a person coming
to faith in the first place. The individual will see something in the person who speaks to
them, or from the spoken word however encountered That is how faith is formed in
individuals. We also understand that the Spirit uses the word of God - the Bible, to
convince individuals of the truth of what they are encountering. When the Spirit entered
the world at the first Pentecost, mighty demonstrations of his power were obvious. People
took notice, and wanted to be a part of the loving community it formed. Thus the church
was started.

Do you think it is any different today? I don’t. Want to be a part of a growth effort this
year precisely patterned after Biblical example? Stay close. We plan a continuing effort -
free - and easily teachable (for me too) to“ go get’em”.

Read Acts Chapter 1, and look at verse 8. Where is your Jerusalem ? Our series of
investigations will begin with the 1st Sunday in Lent, and continue on for the foreseeable
future. Patterns. Step-by-step. One at a time. We’ll see it all, provided of course that we
see you in church.

Pastor Dave



| received a very interesting and challenging note this past week. | have Cyril's permission to
share it with everyone. Cyril and Nora have a delightful way about them and they area joy to
have with us. ['ve edited the note just a bit.

My Dear Pastor Dave;

I am inspired to write you particularly so because | believe that this is the time for

an uphill march to Macedonia for Trinity Reformed Church - that is 2009. Please keep
an open mind and please do not preempt nor attempt to reach a conclusion until you
have put it into prayer.

I beg to suggest that perhaps one way we con arouse and capture the fascination of
our congregation - and would- be parishioners in particular - is by introducing spiritual
testimony, say once monthly for o start,

I believe that spiritual testimony is part of Calvinistic Evangelism. It can arouse spiritual
discipline, while strengthening, nourishing, and sustaining those who have found favor
with Jesus, as well as drawing those who have acraving for Jesus. It can be boring, but
with a stipulation of 5 minutes at most, it may become a reality.

e WrItEEN Only this morning at 8:25. ...

Yours always,
Macaulay
02/01/09

Testimony ministry is a very familiar discipline to me, and is quite prevalent in out-reach
ministry, deliverance ministries, and evangelical churches. It is a mark of many “primitive”
Baptist congregations, aswell as many Billy Graham Crusades.

There is strong Biblical support for a verbal, public confession of one’s experiences with Jesus
Christ. Deliverances. Rescues. Times when God's presence was a virtual reality to you. Tellus of
the time and place and circumstances. You've heard me ad nauseum - let’s hear from you.

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so. Psalm 107:2

Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, |also will acknowledge
before my father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, | also will
deny before my father in heaven, Matthew 10: 32-33

Testimonies can take many forms: lives lived well, the one in shoe leather (my favorite), or

a helping hand in the most awful circumstances, with a word about Jesus thrown in.

We will be examining the oral witness to Jesus in the coming months, as we examine scripture
with a slightly different emphasis. Let's encourage each other with a word of courage.






