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Friends, we are always thankful that we live in aland where ideas, the freedom to
express them, and the consideration of them is open to all. | worry sometimes when |
read of the level of acrimony surrounding almost any subject today. Is this a cultural
atmosphere worthy of our constitutional republic, or evidence of a degradation in the
general arena of discourse?

A speech from “across the pond” came to my attention when researching the work of Dr.
N.T.Wright, Bishop of Durham, England, and the author of our current series, “Simply
Christian, Why Christianity Makes Sense”. The context is the Church of England and Dr.
Wright's address to the House of Lords in the English Parliament. Some of this may seem
alien to us, but are the trends that unfamiliar ? Something to think about.

On a lighter note, think about our coming year and all the things we want to do. The future
always has great promise, great challenges, and with the will of God done in ourselves
first, and then in our world, great results.

Pastor Dave

Moral Climate Change and Freedom of Speech
speech in the House of Lords, February 9 2006

by the Bishop of Durham, Dr N. T. Wright

My Lords, [ am grateful to the noble Lady, Baroness Knight, for the
opportunity offered by this debate to address some issues that have
become urgent in our national life. It would be a mistake, my Lords, to
give too much attention today to the complex puzzles surrounding the
Danish cartoons and their aftermath, or indeed the trials of Nick Griffin or
Abu Hamza. These belong within a larger moral and social landscape, and
it is that larger picture we must examine.

What we face, my Lards, is *moral climate change’, comparable to other
forms of climate change and equally dangerous. The 1960s and 1970s
swept away the old moral certainties, and anyone who tries to reassert
them risks being mocked as an ignoramus or scorned as a hypocrite. But
since then we’ve learned that you can’t run the world as a hippy
commune. Getting rid of the old moralities hasn’t made us happier or a
safer. We have discovered that we do indeed need some guidelines if
chaos is not to come again. But once the foundations have been eroded,
where will you find firm ground on which to build new moral fences? Can
we, as a recent correspondent to the Times suggested, invent and agree
upon two or three basic moral standards out of thin air?






