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A recent conversation with Rev. George Montonari brought something familiar to mind.

His church , as well as Middletown Reformed, the church of incoming Classis president Chris
Van de Bunte, do not repeat the Revised Common Lectionary. They “topical preach™ which
centers around a theme, and extracts Biblical sources to define and explain the theme and
how it bears on us. Topical preaching I've done include “Evil and the Justice of God”, our
Lenten theme last yvear, and “Prayer” , our theme of two years ago. The last time we went
through the material that the Lectionary has for this year was 2006, when we focused on a
“Life of Christ”, based on Mark's Gospel. Interspersed in the listing are readings from
John’s Gospel as well, so we will have a great deal of material to fit around a framework.

Why a framework? Are we de-constructing the Scriptures and revising them to say
something we have already in mind? Not at all. Cults do that. You've read of some of the
more bizarre results of those who tamper with the Bible in order to justify their sometimes
nefarious and hidden agendae. While it has always been foundational to Reformed thought
and theology to extract our understandings of God’s program from the Bible, itis also
permitted, and may 1 say encouraged, to ask questions of Scripture - tough guestions.

It is amusing to me to think that the reason for rigorous Seminary studies is just that: to
enable you to handle the tough questions. Alsotobe able to say honestly that we don’t
know, but are willing to stay with you in faith, despite our limited and finite knowledge.

I liketo do this in our Wednesday evening praver and study hour, but why not
incorporate the tough side of things in morning worship? I'm sure you'll find some
answers in our time together. Certainly not all answers! Beware of anyone or any group
that implies they do have all the answers.

Mow to our framework. The Gospels contain three basic literary forms: narrative, parable,
and discourse. Teaching moments are interwoven throughout and illustrated sometimes by
miracle , sometimes by dramatic claim and promise - John’s Gospel is famous for this - the
“I AM™ statements followed by wonderful promises. Here is the “frame™:

What is happening here?

Is a new theological reality being revealed?

How does this passage form or define our faith?
Possibly most importantly: If we submit ourselves to Him as our Lord, personally, then

how are we to beasa result?

I hope for memorable times in Sunday services. See you there.

Pastor Dave



Readings for February, 2009

February 1

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111:1

I Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

February 8

Isaiah 40:21-31

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c

[ Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39

Fepbruary 15

II Kings 5:1-14

Psalm 30

I Corinthians 9:24-27
Mark 1:40-45

February 22

II Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6

II Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9
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ASH WEDNESDAY, February 25, 2009
8:00 p.m. - Broek Chapel

“Winter Concert

Sunday February 22, 2009 at 3:00 pm
At
Trinity Reformed Church, North
Plainfield

(corner of Greenbrook Road and West |

Fnd Ave)

All genre of music including sacred
music, popular, jazz, classical,
fiumorous, choirs and solo performers

Tickets are $12 per person if purchased
in advance
and $15 at the door

Tickets on sale January 12, 2009

Send payment to: FISH Hospitality
Program, Inc
P.O. Box 170
Dunellen, 08812
Or purchase tickets at the door

If you are a seasoned performer and
would like
to take part in this concert please call
Brock Haussamen at
e







