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TRINITY NEWS

“ A BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING OF ORGAN DOMATION ”

Few could have foreseen that this subject would arise so close to home. It was a subject of
medical research just afew decades ago, but now isa generally accepted medical practice. When
I did a Chaplain’s CPE intensive in 2001, at Robert Wood lohnson University Medical Center, we
had a lecture from a representative of their Kidney Donor Registry. They have a permanent staff in
place for this life-saving procedure. Internet articles merely state that "all major religions approve
of this altruistic practice”. How do you feel about this? I'd like to review with you some Biblical
references and see what has been said concerning the human body, the age to come after the
resurrection, according to Jesus, and the general principle of giving and altruism, in light of the
future we hawve with our Lord.

We believe the human body originated as a creation of God in the " image and likeness” of the
Creator. | Genesis 1: 26-27] Muoses received specific instructions concerning the holiness of God, and
the resulting requirements of God's people and their behavior as a response to that holiness. Read
Leviticus 18, 19, and 20 for some extremely frank discussions. God's people of any period, we
believe, must adhere to the command of Leviticus 19:2b

“You must be holy because |, the Lord your God, am holy.”

The sanctity of the body is thus established. What becomes of the human body, whether a person
enters into God's Covenant or not? All bodies return to the ground after death. [Genesis 3:19]

Da what you will: embalm, preserve, or cremate; “to dust you will return”. This is the way of it.

Our Lord Jesus had a pointed discussion with some “experts” in his day. Recall the Sadducees’
construct of the woman and the 7 brothers. Jesus teaches that after the resurrection, as there surely
will be one, we are like spiritual beings, with no need for procreation, as we will be sinless because of
his atoning sacrifice, and thus eternal. [Matthew 22:30] Our bodies have gone to dust, or have probably
dropped to dust at his return, if we are still living at that “last day”. [l Corinthians 15: 35-57]

HAPPY EASTER AMD ALL THAT THE RESURRECTION BRINGS !

What then of our existence here today? What about “giving”? Giving in general . . . giving after
death ... “giving” of our bodies? We have concluded that all goes to the ground , whether all of your
body, ar a part planted in another temporarily. So the rationale for this “gift” is established, since
ultimately our lives on earth end, the body goes to the dust, along with all parts, wherever they may
be, and we enter the age to come, What will | say to the Judge of all mankind when | face the "Ever
Living One” ? Should | be asked about my body, I'libe happy to say that “ You know, my Lord. “ You
know | believed you when you said “ It is more blessed to give than to receive.” [Acts 20:35 citing
Matthew 10:8] 1 believed you and gave, because it truly has been given to me. [Luke 5:38] But most
of all, | believe you and remember you that you gave your body for me , because of my sins. [Luke 22:19]
So | gave parts of me, that others may have a chance and may even have time to consider You.”
Moralists call this altruism, and | believe it conforms with the general thrust of Jesus’ teachings. 've
never seen anyone regret being generous. The Judge knows all about giving. He gave his body also.

Doit. Fill out the simple card. Tell your family. Tell your doctor. Ask me about the time a family was
approached by the Organ Donor Registry people during a conference about a brain-dead relative who
was on life- support.

Pastor Dave



LECTIONARY READINGS - APRIL, 2009

April 5 - Palm Sunday
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16

April 9 - Maundy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, ICor. 11:23-26,
John 13:1-7, 31B-35

April 12 - Easter Sunday

Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm 118:1-2, 14,-24, ICor 15:1-11
John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8

April 19
Acts 4:32-35, Psalm 133, [IJdohn 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-31

April 16
Acts 3:12-19, Psalm 4, John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36B-48
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Rev. Joe Gilbert is a fixture in a very good pancake house in Ocean City, N.J.

He is a retired minister living there with his wife and occasional visitors. He writes a
column for the local paper, the Ocean Cify Sentinel . We see Joe a lot with my mother
during the summer, and the occasional check- out trips over the winter. He calls himself
“the old clam digger”, and is always good for a joke. The edition of Thursday, Feb.26
had a classic collection of typical Joe Gilbert. I'll quote some during the coming
months.

Don’'t let your worries get the best of vou; remember, Moses started out as a basket case.
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited . . . . until you iry to sit in their pew.
Many folks want to serve God . . . .but only as advisors.

It is easier to preach ten sermons . . . .than it is to live one.

The good Lord didn’t create anything without a purpose, but mosquitoes come close.
When you come to your wit's end. .. you'll find God lives there.

---= Ocean City Sentinel, Thursday, Feb.26, 2009






