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[ found one of my favorite poems

the other day among my collection

of literary tomes. As some know I
have been a bit of a sea-dog since

I was a boy - I often say I planned

to either run the big boats as I aged,
or serve the Lord. God won, but the
sea and its lore remain an indelible
part of me. 1[I still maintain the
Limited Master's License for which I
worked about 14 years. 1 get this way
every spring when [ recall the times
spent preparing the three different
fishing/diving boats I had. (Sold the
last one in 1984.)

Our Lord liked boats - he rode in them
often enough. Of course, four of the
desiples were fishermen and Capernaum
is on the shore of the Sea of Galilée.
It's a pretty spot. Of course, the
"sea" is a small lake by our standards,
but it remains much the same as in
Jesus' day. It is the scene of cne of
our Lord's most astonsihing demonstra-
tions of his authority over natural
forces. Matthew Chapter 8 records this
particular incident concerning Jesus'
ability to calm a storm. (8:23-27)
Little do we realize that this is a
familiar topic with the Psalmists.

God is said to "thunder over the waters"
(Psalm 29:3b) God is said to "still
the roaring of the seas, the roaring of
the waves". (Psalm 65:7a) God rules
the raging of the sea"...when its waves

rise...You still them". (Psalm 89:9)

My favorite is the 107th Psalm, verses

23 and 24. "Some went down to the sea In
ships, doing business on the great
waters; they saw the deeds of the Lord,
his wondrous works in the deep." I've been
deep too. World War I ammunition is in

my display case, taken from the wreck of
the "City of Athens" on a cold November day
in 1987. Scattered over the ocean floor

in 118 feet of water 26 miles SE of Cape
May, the "Ammo Wareck" sank in a collision
in 1918. A dive club from Philadelphia
found the wrect in 1975. <Charters go to

it in September - November when the visibility
is known to be excellent.

The wonders of the deep are just that, aren't
they? I believe they rival the wonders of
the heavens on a dark night. Rejoice in
the realization that we worship the Lord
of it all. So majestic is it that we
wonder just why the Redeemer would bother.
Compare it all and we see the great love
God has for us. That hi$ Son would leave
it all to become the Lamb of God to die in
our place....That knowledge is too high...
"] can't attain it". (Psalm 139:6)

See you in church,
Pastor Dave
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Acts 2: 14a, 36-41; Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19; [ Peter 1: 17-23;
Luke 24: 13-35

APRIL 13
Acts 2: 42-47; Psalm 23; [ Peter 2: 19-25; John 10: 1-10
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Acts 7: 55-60 ; Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2: 2-10; John 14: 1-14

APRIL 27
Acts 17: 22-31; Psalm 66: 8-20; I Peter 3: 13-22; John 14: 15-21

TAKE THE ROBE OFF CORNER

SEA FEVER
I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by;
And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song and the white sail’s shaking,
And a gray mist on the sea’s face and a gray dawn breaking.

I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide

Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied;

And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying,

And the flung spray and the brown spume, and the sea gulls crying.

I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life,

To the gull’s way and the whale’s way where the wind’s like a whetted knife,
And all I ask is a merry yam from a laughing fellow rover,

And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick’s over.

by John Masefield






