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A new term appeared in our worship together on Maundy Thursday evening. | first read of this
approach to the Bible some years ago in an article in Biblical Archaeology Review. This periodical
is published 6 times a year, and reports on the archaeological efforts in Israel and many
surrounding areas. One recent effort took place in modern day Turkey. The magazine is
extremely interesting . It can also contain some ferocious arguments with the often perceived
opposition, the Israeli Antiquities Authority (1AA). Still simmering and occasionally boiling over is
the controversy over the authenticity of the “James Ossuary” You may recall the stone box which
was found with an inscription, “James, brother of lesus”. It was alternately felt to be a fraud and
authentic, depending on which expert you consulted. As | remember it was ultimately held to be
a counterfeit.

A beautiful discovery just two years ago came to light when the city sewerage authority was
replacing anold pipe. Some one hundred feet from where everyone thought, they unearthed the
Pool-of Siloam .~ The beautiful mosaics and tiles clearly indicated the wonderfully preserved find .
Its existence is recorded in the restoration of sight to the man born blind. [John 9:7]

In scientific parlance these finds, mentioned in the Bible but unknown to archaeology, lead some
to hold a “maximum opinion” of the reliability of the scriptures. Having experienced a spiritual
encounter with the Christ of the Bible, | thus hold a “maximalist” opinion. | feel that most of
the stories in scripture occurred as stated. Others may hold a “minimalist opinion”. These feel
that the Bible is a human construction, prone to errors and misunderstandings. Little which is
related actually occurred. The purpose of writing is to teach a spiritual lesson to the people of
God. An example is the Exodus. Yes there is evidence that the Jewish people lived in Egypt.
They surely left, but thereis no archaeological evidence that they wandered in Sinai for forty
years. One would think, so the minimalists say, that over one million people wandering for forty
years would |leave something behind. That is a valid statement, but you must remember that
they were a nomadic people, living in tents, with everything portable, including the Tabernacle of
Worship. They built nothing, so what would be left to find ?

The History Channel recently ran a full hour presentation on the discovery of ancient Sodom and
Gomorrah and the city of Zoar. [Genesis 19: 1-28] They did mention the possibility that the whole
story was awarning to people against wicked behavior, but | almost fell off my chair when the
scientists on the expedition found the high sulfur content of the sand and in places, raw sulfur,
the prime component of brimstone.

Where does this leave us? Unshaken basically. The Easter drama plays out for all of us, but
can find us in different ways. The historical Jesus is documented, but the resurrected Jesus
meets you in the heart...meets you in the hope of our faith that there is more. That he
promised to receive us at this life’s end is the essence of that hope. To read of him...to
believe what you read as actually written to you...is to participate in his resurrection and to
anticipate the reality of his presence forever. In the mean time...see you in church.

Pastor Dave



more from Rev. loe Gilbert

People are funny; they want the front of the bus, the middle of the road, and the back of the
church,

Opportunity may knock once, but temptation bangs on your front door incessantly.
Quit’ complaining about your church. If it were perfect, you couldn’t belong.

If the church wants a better pastor, it only needs to pray for the oneit has.

God does not propose to judge anyone until they are dead. Why should we?

Some minds are like concrete; thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.

Some food for thought:
Sitting in church makes you Christian . .. like sitting in your garage makes

you a car.

1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given

“laughter Is Divine” - Heavenly Humaor, Greenbrier Int'l

*********'Jr'k'i-**‘k****t******************#*

TWO WOLVES

One evening an old Cherokee chief told his grandson a story about a battle that
goes on inside all people.

He said, "My son, the battle between two "wolves" is inside us all.

One wolf is EVIL.

It represents anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity,
resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority and ego.

The other wolf is GOOD.

It represents Jjoy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, Kindness, benevolence,
empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith.'

The grandson thought about it for'a minute and then asked his grandfather,
"Which wolf wins?"

The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed".
Author Unknown






