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Dear Colleagues in Ministry:

The RCA General Synod this past June took a historic step! With a 72 percent majority, the synod voted ta
adopt the Belhar Confession as a fourth standard of unity to stand alongside our historic sixteenth-century
confessions: the Heidelberg and Belgic Confessions.and the Canons of the Synod of Dart,

A twentieth century confession, the Belhar hails from the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa.
The RCA is the first church in North America to take such a historic step of adoption. Our sister
denomination, the Christian Reformed Church in North America, also took action on the Belhar at its
General Synod. It voted to consider the confession for possible adoption in 2012.

The RCA action requires a change in the preamble to the Book of Church Order. (It adds the words “and
the Belhar Confession” after the listing of the three historic confessions.) As with all changes to the BCO,
this change is being sent to classes to classes for ratification prior to the next General Synad.

A Belhar Implementation Team has been appointed by the General Synad Council to be available to
classes and assist in providing resources to them for study prior to voting. To access some of these
resources, visit www.rca.org/belhar, Additional resources are in development and will be available for use
by classes this fall. In addition, Unity, Reconciliation, and Justice: A Study Guide for the Belhar
Confession, published by Reformed Church Press in 2006, is available from the RCA’s distributor, Faith
Alive Christian Resources (www FaithAliveRessources.org).

Enclosed is a copy of the Belhar Confession for your congregation. It is sent with the hope that it will be
displayed for members to read and become familiar with the confession and its major themes of unity,
reconciliation, and justice.

We ask for your prayers in the months ahead as the RCA continues its reflection on the Belhar Confession.

With all sincere prayers for the ministry that we share in such challenging times, yours in Christ,

I

Douglas W. Fromm



1. We believe in the triune God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who
gathers, protects and cares for the
church through Word and Spirit.
This, God has done since the begin-
ning of the world and will do to the
end.

2. We believe in one holy, univer-
sal Christian church, the communion
of saints called from the entire

Confession of Belhar
September 1986

The confession is available online in Spanish and Korean: www.rca.org/belhar.

"

breadth and the depth of the
love of Christ; together are built
up to the stature of Christ, to the
new humanity; together know
and bear one another's burdens,
thereby fulfilling the law of
Christ that we need one another
and upbuild one another, ad-
monishing and comforting one
another; that we suffer with one
another for the sake of righteous-

human family,

We

-

-

believe

that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest
in the church as the community of believers wha
have been reconciled with God and with one another
(Eph. 2:11-22);

that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation
for the church of Jesus Christ; that through the work-
ing of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simulta-
neously a reality which must be earnestly pursued
and sought: one which the people of God must con-
tinually be built up to attain (Eph. 4:1-16);

that this unity must become visible so that the world
may believe that separation, enmity and hatred be-
tween people and groups is sin which Christ has al-
ready conquered, and accordingly that anything
which threatens this unity may have no place in the
church and must be resisted (John 17:20-23);

that this unity of the people of God must be mani-
fested and be active in a variely of ways: in that we
love one another; that we experience, practice and
pursue community with one another; that we are ab-
ligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be
of benefit and blessing to one another; that we share
one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one
mind; have one God and Father, are filled with one
Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, eat of one
bread and drink of one cup, confess one name, are
obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and share
one hope; together come to know the height and the

ness; pray togather; together
serve God in this world; and together fight against
all which may threaten or hinder this unity (Phil.
2:1-5: 1 Cor. 12:4-31; John 13:1-17: 1 Cor. 1:10-13;
Eph. 4:1-6; Eph. 3:14-20; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor.
11:17-34; Gal, 6:2; 2 Cor. 1:3-4);
that this unity can be established only in freedom
and not under constraint; that the variety of spiri-
tual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions,
as well as the various languages and cultures, are by
virtue of the reconciliation in Christ, opportunities
for mutual service and enrichment within the one
visible people of God (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:1-11;
Eph. 4:7-13; Gal. 3:27-28; James 2:1-13);
# that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition
for membership of this church.

Therefore, we reject any doctrine
» which absolutizes either natural diversity or the sin-

ful separation of people in such a way that this ab-
solutization hinders or breaks the visible and active
unity of the church, or even leads to the establish-
ment of a separate church formation;

» which professes that this spiritual unity is truly
being maintained in the bond of peace while believ-
ers of the same confession are in effect alienated
from one another for the sake of diversity and in de-
spair of reconciliation;

» which denies that a refusal earnestly to pursue this
visible unity as a priceless gift is sin;

» which explicitly or implicitly maintains that de-
scant or any other human or social factor should be



a consideration in determining membership of the God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread

church. to the hungry;
# that God [rees the prisoner and restores sight to the
3. We believe blind;

# that God has entrusted the church with the message » that God supports the downtrodden, protects the
of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ, that the stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks the
church is called to be the salt of the earth and the path of the ungodly;
light of the world, that the church is called blessed = that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit
because it is a peacemaker, that the church is wit- the orphans and the widows in their suffering;
ness both by word and by deed to the new heaven * that God wishes to teach the church to do what is
and the new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 good and to seek the right (Deut. 32:4; Luke 2:14;
Cor. 5:17-21; Matt, 5:13-16; Matt. 5:9; 2 Peter 3:13; John 14:27; Eph. 2:14; Isa. 1:16-17; James 1:27;

Rev. 21-22). James 5:1-6; Luke 1:46-55; Luke 6:20-26; Luke 7:22;

s that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conguered Luke 16:19-31; Ps. 146; Luke 4:16-19; Rom. 6:13-18;
the powers of sin and death, and therefore also of ir- Amos 5);
reconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that # that the church must therefore stand by people in
God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit will enable the any form of suffering and need, which implies,
church to live in a new obedience which can open among other things, that the church must witness
new possibilities of life for society and the world against and strive against any form of injustice, so
(Eph. 4:17-6:23, Rom. 6; Col. 1:9-14; Col. 2:13-19; that justice may roll down like waters, and right-
Col. 3:1-4:6); eousness like an ever-flowing stream;

+ that the credibility of this message is seriously af- s that the church as the possession of God must stand
fected and its beneficial wark ohstructed when it is where the Leord stands, namely against injustice and
proclaimed in a land which professes to be Chris- with the wronged; that in following Christ the
tian, but in which the enforced separation of people church must witness against all the powerful and
on a racial basis promotes and perpetuates alien- privileged who selfishly seek their own interests and
ation, hatred and enmity; thus control and harm others,

that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such
forced separation by appeal to the gospel, and is not Therefore, we I‘EjECt any idEﬂlng}r

prepared to venture on the road of ohedience and * which would legitimate forms of injustice and any
reconciliation, but rather, out of prejudice, fear, self- doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideol-
ishnaess and unbelief, denies in advance the reconcil- ogy in the name of the gospal.
ing power of the gospel, must be considerad
ideology and false doctrine. 5. We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its
only head, the church is called to confess and to do all
Therefore, we reject any doctrine these things, even though the autharities and human laws
« which, in such a situation, sanctions in the name of might forbid them and punishment and suffering be the
the gospel or of the will of God the forced separation consequence (Eph. 4:15-16; Acts 5:28-33; 1 Peter 2:18-25;
of people on the grounds of race and color and 1 Peter 3:15-18).
thereby in advance obstructs and weakens the min-
istry and experience of reconciliation in Christ. Jesus is Lord.
4. We believe Ta the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be

» that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes  the honor and the glory for ever and ever.
to bring about justice and true peace among people:

= that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is Nate: This is a translation af the original Afrikeaens text of the con-
i : 3 : : fession as it was adopted by the synod of the Dutch Reformed Mis-
in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor sion Church in South Africe In 1988, This inclusive langriags text
and the wronged; was prepared by the Office of Thealogy and Worship, Presbyterion

+ that God calls the church te follow him in this, for Church (UL.5.A.)



BROEK CIRCLE - will meet on Monday, WORLDWIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY
eglen Lo, @bsdudlpeme: Tk She October 4, 2009 - 10:00 a.m. in the

Library Lounge. Sanctuary.

JACOBA CIRCLE - meeting to be e E E R E X
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This is a great time of year to get outside
and take a walk. (or even a ride). The
foliage begins it's display, bright colors
of orange, yellow and red. Also, doctors
remind us to walk, it's great for many
reasons.

The hymn "0 Master Let Me Walk With Thee"
was written by Washington Gladden. He was
a strong supporter of the working man. It

OCTOBER, 2009

1. Dee Cox ;
o became a hymn with the music of H. Percy
17. Betty Gotberg Smith.
23. Alan Gaddis We sing "teach me patience, help me bear

the strains of toil, the fret of care".

26. Jill Gaddis Walk with the Lord in peace that only He

30. Joshua Jackson can give."

Xk ok ok k ok k ok ok ok ok ok ok k ok ok k ok ok This is another great hymn that helps us
through each day.

FISH HOSPITALITY WEEK - begins on kok dokokododk ok ok ok ok ook ok ok ok okk ok Kk ok

Sunday, October 11th. Help is

always needed. Volunteer sign-up Please remember in your prayers these

sheets are posted on the hall members and friends:

ULERELAI Dodl, Joanna Agnone Pastor Rosie and

SATURDAY (10/17) needs someone to Ruth Carreno Dennis MclLelland

serve supper. Can you help? Marianne Clark Sally McGahey

FRRE R kR R R R R Corey Coleman The Nikorak Family
Joan Cornish Denis 0'Hara

NOVEMBER Newsletter Deadline: Jim Dever Margaret Rubas
Cassie Forgash Resi Sheppard

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13th! Jill Gaddis Henrietta Wermann
Belle Hayles Don Zolkiwsky

Doris Hiebeler

All U.S. Servicemen and Women
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Set Clocks BACK 1 hour!
Daylight Savings Time ends




